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October 6, 2003

PRESS RELEASE -- For Immediate Release:

Scouts to get on the Air with the 46th Annual - Jamboree On The Air (JOTA)
( Florence, S.C., Oct.6, 2003 ) -- The Florence Amateur Radio Club is partnering with the Pee Dee Area Boy Scouts Council to connect scouts in our area with their counterparts from around the nation and the world as a part of the 46th annual Jamboree On The Air (JOTA).

This year, the Jamboree On The Air will take place from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm on Saturday, October 18, 2003 at the Pee Dee Area Boy Scout Council Service Center, which is located at 702 South Coit Street, in Florence, South Carolina.

Scouts will get to actively communicate using Amateur Radio equipment to other Scouts all over the world, as well as get to see examples and displays of Amateur Radio equipment.

JOTA offers Amateur Radio Operators an opportunity to offer Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts (Cub Scouts, Brownies and Girl Guides are welcome) a chance to participate in this worldwide scouting tradition--now in its 46th year -- and share experiences over the air with other scouts.

Boy Scouts can earn a Radio Merit Badge by learning Amateur Radio, learning some Morse code and making contact with other Amateur Radio operators. Girl Scouts can use Amateur Radio to earn badges and participate in special-interest projects that range from high-tech communication to space exploration.

Reports to the American Radio Relay League ( ARRL ) following JOTA 2002 showed that more than 10,000 Scouts from around the United States took part in last years activities.
Begun in 1958 through the efforts of Les Mitchell, G3BHK, the event has spread around the world and includes participation by approximately 500,000 Scouts and Guides in more than 100 countries.  
For additional information, call (843) 667-9702 or visit our website at http://www.w4ulh.org
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