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September 3, 2003

PRESS RELEASE -- For Immediate Release:

RADIO ENTHUSIASTS CELEBRATE NATIONAL AWARENESS DAY
Florence, SC, Sept. 3, 2003 – When the lights went out in several Northeastern states on August 14, Amateur Radio (“ham radio”) operators were there to fill essential communications needs.
They don’t need commercial power and they don’t rely on cell phones, but they’re far from being “behind the times.” Amateur Radio Awareness Day, September 13, recognizes the nation’s 687,000 ham radio operators, who make significant contributions to technology and education and exemplify the spirit of volunteerism. Awareness Day is sponsored by the American Radio Relay League (ARRL)--the national association for Amateur Radio. 

“Some people think ham radio is obsolete, but that couldn’t be farther from the truth,” says Mike Duff of the Florence Amateur Radio Club. “Many of us are experimenting with the latest in digital communications and serving our communities in times of emergency. I’m proud to be a ham radio operator.” 

Volunteering to provide or supplement communication during disasters is one of the most important facets of the Amateur Radio Service. Earlier this year, ham radio operators were called in to assist during the shuttle Columbia debris recovery effort. They’ve also lent their communications expertise during hurricanes, tornadoes, wildfires, telephone outages and other emergencies. Amateur Radio operators often work in conjunction with local emergency management officials and relief organizations such as the American Red Cross and The Salvation Army.   

Amateur Radio enthusiasts come from virtually every age bracket and from every profession. There are more than 2.5 million worldwide. 

For more information about Amateur Radio and upcoming Amateur Radio events in the Pee Dee Area visit our website at http://www.w4ulh.org
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Florence Amateur Radio Club
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