Being an YL (Young Lady Ham Radio Operator) is great.  I have found that you usually get more contacts because no one ever really hears a girl on the air that often.  
I wanted to know if there were more YL’s out there, like myself, so I went to Google and searched for YL amateur radio.  I had no clue then, but that small Google search set me on an adventure that I will never forget.
Once I typed in my search on Google, the first thing that popped up was the YL ISSB System (YL International Single Sideband System).  I clicked on their website and discovered that their national convention was to be held this year less than 45 minutes away from my house, and it was only a few months away.

I made contact with several members of the System and volunteered my help during their up-coming stay in South Carolina. To my surprise they welcomed my assistance and I arranged to work with them over their four day stay.
I was extremely excited to meet new operators and other YL’s from all over the world.  While attending the first day luncheon in Blythwood, South Carolina, I met some of the nice most interesting YLs and OMs (Old Man). What was easy to recognize was that these new friends of mine were like a family.
The second day of the convention we met in Columbia at a local hotel, where many of the members brought items to donate that were later sold to raise money. I was later told that this money was used to provide an annual college scholarship which is cool because I might apply for that myself next year.

The third and forth days were finished up with a general business meeting and a fancy sit down dinner on Saturday evening. I asked my Dad to be my date for the evening and we had a fantastic time while meeting even more amateurs from around the world. Next year’s convention is in Los Angeles and I have already told my Dad I am going!

To my surprise I was called up before the membership on during the award presentations and was given a free year’s membership and the praise of the attending members for my service during the week long convention. This was certainly a highlight for me personally.
The people that I had the pleasure of meeting over the past few days made me only want to become more active on the HF bands. The very next morning I tuned my HF radio to 14.332 MHz and checked into the net using my new membership number! I never knew how cool it could be to work other members of the Service on the HF Bands, and can’t wait until conditions get a little better so that I will be able to hear everyone out there.
This week has truly been an experience and I am proud to now be an official “YL.”

Talk to you soon!
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