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Good evening ladies and gentlemen;

 As I am the South Carolina Public Information Coordinator, (the State Coordinator),
for the American Radio Relay League, the national organization of Amateur Radio Operators,
I have prepared an informal 25 minute program about it’s public service involvement.

Although Amateur Radio is a hobby with emphasis on communications and
experimentation, Hams have risen to the occasion since 9/11 by providing
emergency radio communications support!

                  I am sure you have heard of Amateur radio, as it has been around for 100 years.
What you may not be aware of is its involvement in Homeland Security and relief organizations
such as the American Red Cross and the Salvation Army, as volunteers. Since Ham radio operators
are licensed by the Federal Communications Commission, and can operate on 16 different bands
throughout the radio frequency spectrum, they are encouraged by FEMA, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, and the FCC, to provide emergency radio communications support in any
kind of emergency. They provide their own time, radios, and equipment as volunteers, to supplement
the communications of fire, police, emergency medical and rescue organizations.
                   On 9/11, the twin towers of the World Trade Center were destroyed. Inside one of the
towers was the City of New York’s Emergency Operations Center. The repeater radio antennas for the City Fire Department, Police Department, Ports Authority, and many other government agencies were located on top of the buildings. In addition, the telephone exchange for the New York Stock Exchange was located in the basement, and all TV Stations except one had their antennas on top.  For the next several months, hundreds of hams from all over the U.S. converged on New York City, with their own equipment, to provide back-up communications, at their own expense. Their assistance was invaluable. Since 9/11 pointed out the problems with radio communications, the new Department of Homeland Security signed an agreement with the ARRL on June 21, 2003, making it an affiliate within the Citizen Corps. Hams are now recognized as part of that very, very, first response when something happens locally. One recent example happened on June 16, when lightening struck the Aiken County communications tower, knocking out all police and emergency medical radio communications. The following is a letter to the editor that appeared in the Aiken Standard Newspaper on June 26.


From: James F. Boehner, MD, N2ZZ
To: The Aiken Standard:

As the American Radio Relay League Section Manager for the State of South Carolina, I wish to commend all of the Amateur (Ham) operators that came to the immediate assistance of Aiken County during the loss of communications on June 16th following the severe thunderstorm. Lightening had struck the Aiken County communications tower.

Upon activation of the Amateur Radio Emergency Services/Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service Net on the request of the Aiken County Emergency Management Division, Radio Amateurs were called to action and covered the Sheriff’s office dispatch, Emergency Medical services and all active County ambulances until County communications were re-established. All emergency communications systems that were down were quickly transferred to the local Amateur Radio Club repeaters until repairs were made.

Amateur (Ham) Radio operators are licensed by the Federal Communications Commission following testing to prove proficiency in radio theory and regulations. They purchase and become proficient in the operation of their own radio equipment and take additional certifying courses in Emergency disasters. They are the eyes and ears of the National Weather Service through the SKYWARN program. The term “Amateur” refers only to the fact that they are volunteers, and do not charge for their services. They are truly professional communicators.

The American Radio relay League (ARRL) is based in Newington, Connecticut. Through it, an organized structure of field services is realized, one of which is Emergency Communication Services. The ARRL sponsors training courses in Emergency Preparedness and a multitude of other radio related topics.

Yours Truly;

James F. Boehner, MD, N2ZZ
ARRL Section Manager
South Carolina Section
Visit our Section Website at: http://www.qsl.net/arrl-sc/.
Footnote: This website has links to the websites of 30 Amateur Radio Clubs in SC.

My program today includes a CD-ROM video titled “Amateur Radio Today”, narrated by Walter Cronkite, that is 6 minutes long. I also have an 8-minute videotape featuring myself, KF4VIS, 
at my station in September 1999, during Hurricane Floyd, that was on WYFF-TV News. These will give you a glance at Ham Radio Emergency communications in action.



In conclusion, I have available some literature that you are welcome to. It includes pamphlets for both girl and boy scouts, as they can earn merit badges in Amateur Radio. 

The Spartanburg Amateur Radio Club’s website is: http://www.teleplex.net/sparc/. They meet on the first Tuesday night of each month at 7:30 PM at the American Red Cross building at 104 Garner Rd.
 Anyone interested in Amateur Radio is invited to come. Information on how to obtain your license is on this and the ARRL-SC Section website. They conduct license examinations 6 times a year.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please E-mail me at: kf4vis@arrl.net.
Thank you very much for your interest.



Dan Donovan, KF4VIS
Public Information Coordinator
ARRL-SC Section



