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                 June 4, 2003

PRESS  RELEASE  --  For Immediate Release

AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS PROVIDE EMERGENCY
COMMUNICATIONS AFTER DEADLY TORNADOES

Emergency Officials in Fairfield County are crediting Amateur ( or ham )
radio operators for their extraordinary efforts after 3 deadly tornadoes
hit May 27.

“The ham radio operators were a real asset to us,” said Johnston B. Zorowich,
Emergency Management Director for Fairfield County. The tornadoes knocked
down our Sheriff’s, Fire Department’s, and cell phone antenna towers, as well as
a lot of telephone poles. “Ham radio was all the communications we had for awhile. 
They were invaluable.”

From surrounding Counties, members of the Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
(ARES) quickly mobilized, drove in, and took to the airways to assist the local 
authorities with backup emergency communications. They are credited with 
helping in the rescue of over 20 injured people, and providing communications 
for the local hospital and Red Cross shelters.

The American Radio Relay League (ARRL),  South Carolina Section of the 
national association of ham radio operators, can put you in touch with hams 
that are available to talk on how they prepare for emergencies and Homeland
Defense in the important public service role they provide in their communities.
Please contact Mr. Charlie Miller, AE4UX, at ae4ux@arrl.net, or Dr. Jim Boehner, 
N2ZZ, at: n2zz@arrl.org.

Today, there are 700,000 Amateur Radio operators in the United States. 
Information on how to become involved in Amateur Radio is available locally 
from any of the 30 Clubs whose web sites are listed on the South Carolina Section 
web site at; www.qsl.net/arrl-sc/.

For additional information, contact Mr. Horatio Hornblower, KG4XXX, at:
kg4xxx@arrl.net, or 803-999-9999.

American Radio Relay League Inc.�South Carolina Section








