Jim and Charlie’s EXCELLENT Adventure!

There was no time travel involved in this EXCELLENT Adventure (for those that remember Bill and Ted’s EXCELLENT Adventure Movie), but after 500 miles and 11 hours on the road, Charlie AE4UX SEC and I had visited 6 field day groups throughout South Carolina!  I asked for specific directions to Field Day sites throughout the state last week, took all of the ones that I received, and planned out an itinerary to visit as many as possible.  For those that we did not have the time to visit, I do apologize.  I wish we could have visited all of the Field Day sites! Les K4NK, our Vice Director, planned to visit a number of Upstate Field Day Groups, and covered Anderson, Foothills and Keowee-Toxaway.  Charlie and I concentrated on the Low Country, the Midlands and the Coast!

Our first visit was with the Aiken Contest Group, at the QTH of Paul KB4GYT.  My thanks to both Paul and his wife Amy for providing breakfast to all of us, and the opportunity to meet up with old friends and new ones!  After our departure, the group headed out to the Aiken EOC to set up their station.

Next was our visit to the Ridge Club in Batesburg-Leesville at the Leesville Leisure Center.  They were heavily involved in setting up their station, but they did take out some time to visit with Charlie and me.  We were happy to see C.W. Gantt and James Kepler as well as the rest of the group again!  I enjoyed seeing the several Elecraft K-2’s brought by their members, and all the emergency backup power cells.  The antenna construction and design was quite impressive, but what took the cake was what appeared to be a lawnmower engine with a modified alternator attached for DC power.  Necessity is truly the mother of invention!

Charlie and I were back on the road and our next stop was the Columbia / Palmetto club site.  We had the pleasure of meeting up with several of the friends that we met earlier this month at their club meeting!  The original Governor’s proclamation was put on display in their shelter, and thanks were again given to Elizabeth KG4CEZ, Brian K6NWS and Robert K4RKC for their efforts in securing that proclamation!  Steve Naglic of the National Weather Service was on-site and set up his satellite dish/receiver/computer to receive up to the minute data from the GOES-East weather satellite.  For all you tower climbers out there, they had a bucket truck!  Wouldn’t we all like to have one of them!?!  The weather, unfortunately, had turned very rainy, and lightning was spotted.  Steve advised everyone to get to the shelter, and played a video on EMWIN, the Emergency Manager Weather Information Network.  

I am very happy to report that this field day exercise was a combining of efforts of the Columbia and Palmetto clubs!  Fantastic!

I also had the pleasure of taking a tour of their CARCERT (Columbia Amateur Radio Emergency Response Trailer)!

The rain was coming down in buckets by this point!

On the road again, and our next stop was the Florence Club, at Lake Darpo.  We were pleased to see Laurie KV4C, ASM4 as well as Jack N4JJ, the club president.  Laurie manned the grill and gave us a new appreciation for the term “SMOKIN’!”  I was told my Mike KG4SLH, PIO that a TV station had already visited them, and they were waiting for another team to show up from a different network.  My thanks to the Florence club for their hospitality, and for Laurie’s good cookin’!

It was already about 4pm, and we really wondered if we would complete our rounds-after all, the entire coast was next!

We arrived in Myrtle Beach about 6:30 or so, and visited the Grand Strand ARC!  We were pleased to see Matt AF4UZ, DEC4 as well as several others that I met on my campaign trip and breakfast trip to Myrtle Beach!  Matt showed me the great write-up about their club in the Sun News!  As 7 pm rolled around, the club checked in to the SC SSB net to pass their traffic to the SM (Yours Truly!).  They gave me the microphone for a minute so that I could give my thanks to everyone that was participating in Field Day!  Probably the most impressive antenna there was the flag pole in front of the Red Cross building!  With radials, the flagpole had flat SWR along the entire 40 meter band.  How’s that for STEALTH amateur radio?

We were blessed with good weather during our visit to Myrtle Beach, but on our trip down the coast, torrential rain developed.  With Charlie’s navigation skills and my trusty GPS, we tracked down the Yorktown where the Charleston ARS was holding their Field Day.  Yes, they were running their Field Day from an Aircraft Carrier, turned museum!  We first visited the motor home out in front, where PSK-31 was being worked.  On our way to the ship, I was carrying an umbrella, and during a particularly close lightning strike I got zapped by my umbrella!  Brother, it seems that I get zapped by something each Field Day, whether I’m operating a station or not!  (OK, carrying a “lightning rod” was not the smartest thing to do!) Glenn WB4UIV, EC gave us a tour of the ship, the Field Day transmitting sites, and a visit to their club room to speak with several of their club members!  How about having a club meeting on an aircraft carrier-What a rush!  My thanks to the Charleston ARS for their hospitality!

Charlie and I would also have liked to visit the Trident club site, but by this time it was 11 pm and a torrential downpour was in progress.  My apologies to the Trident Club-Charlie and I were beat at this time and we had a 2+ hour trip back to Aiken left to go!

I do want to mention that we would have loved to visit ALL Field Day sites, but it was just not possible.  We appreciate ALL clubs and individuals who used their time and talents to participate in Field Day.  We both realize all the work that is put in to prepare for an event that furthers the public perception of our Emergency Communications abilities.  To that end, we wished to take the opportunity to thank as many groups face to face as was possible for their service to Amateur Radio!  

Be sure to check out the Section website at www.qsl.net/arrl-sc/ under “Picture Gallery and Hamfest Memories” to view pictures of the sites we visited!

Again, thanks to all for your efforts, your publicity, your interest, and your service to our joint cause, the furtherance of AMATEUR RADIO!

’73 de Dr. Jim, N2ZZ

Section Manager

South Carolina Section

Visit our web site: www.qsl.net/arrl-sc/
