 

As the American Radio Relay League Section Manager for the State of South Carolina, I wish to commend all of the Amateur (Ham) operators that came to the immediate assistance of Aiken County during the loss of communications on June 16th following the severe thunderstorm.

 

Upon activation of the Amateur Radio Emergency Services/Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service net on the request of the Aiken County Emergency Management Division, Radio Amateurs were called to action and covered the Sheriff's Office Dispatch, Emergency Medical Services and all active County ambulances until County communications were reestablished.

 

Amateur (Ham) Radio operators are licensed by the Federal Communications Commission following testing to prove proficiency in radio theory and regulations.  They purchase and become proficient in the operation of their own radio equipment and take additional certifying courses in Emergency Communications to come to the assistance of city, county, state and federal agencies during times of disaster.  They are the eyes and ears of the National Weather Service through the SKYWARN program.  The term "Amateur" refers only to the fact that they are volunteers, and do not charge for their services.  They are truly professional communicators.

 

The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) is the National Organization for Amateur Radio, based in Newington, Connecticut.  Through this national organization, an organized structure of field services is realized, one of which is Emergency Services.  The ARRL sponsors training courses in Emergency Preparedness and a multitude of other topics.   It is through the ARRL that we are associated with other organizations, such as the American Red Cross, the National Weather Service, the Salvation Army, FEMA, and a number of others.

 

On the eve of Amateur Radio Week as proclaimed by Governor Sanford, I wish to thank the amateur radio operators for their service to their community, their state, and to the citizens of South Carolina.

 

 

James F. Boehner, MD

 N2ZZ
ARRL Section Manager
South Carolina Section
Visit our Section Website:
http://www.qsl.net/arrl-sc/
 

 

Note: The Section Manager is the chief elected official of their section (in our case, all of South Carolina is in the same section), and is responsible for all ARRL programs in their section.

 

I would welcome an interview by the Aiken Standard.  Our national organization does provide an excellent PR packet for reporters.

 

