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Local news

Aiken native taking Semester at Sea

By MARGARET KEY
Contributor

Most college students head-
ed back to dorm rooms on tra-
ditional campuses in recent
weeks — not Chris Boehner, a
graduate of Aiken Prep and
Jjunior at the College of
Charleston. Instead, Chris’

dorm room will be on a cruise |

ship purchased and outfitted
- by the University of Pitts-
burgh for its Semester at Sea

program.

“They even turned the
ship’s casino into a library,”
Chris told a high school civics
class at Aiken Prep the day
before he left.

For more than 40 years the
University of Pittsburgh has
operated floating campuses,

allowing more than 38,000 stu--

dents and their accompanying
professors to visit 60 countries
‘while taking up to 15 academ-

_ic credit hours that are trans-
ferred back to the student’s
home college or university.
This semester Chris’ ship will
carry 650 mostly junior and
senior college students, 50 pro-
fessors, and a team of support
staff, including medical and
security personnel.

The ship leaves from Van-
couver, British Columbia, this
week, sailing for a first stop in
Japan.

“I will stay for five days
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will journey to Africa, visiting “I looked around, and this
Tanzania then South Africa. Semester at Sea program is
“During our five days in the best in the world,” Chris

said. “I am a corporate com-
munications major. I'll be tak-
ing 13 credit hours to include
a mass media class, learning
how these other countries’
approaches to that topic vary.

.| And I'm looking forward to an

African drum music elective
course, too!” Chris enthused.

But, Chris’ body language
and words take on a serious
air when you ask about his
real motivation for taking this
semester-long journey.

“In some ways America is
isolated, and yet when we stop
and think, we realize how
interdependent we truly are. I
want to understand how our
country affects others and
how their countries affect us.
Success for me will also be
returning home with a more
open mind about other cul-
tures,” Chris concluded.

Families with college stu-
dents who may be interested
in this program can go to
www.semesteratsea.com for
more information, including
applications and scholarship
opportunities. Aiken Prep stu-

- dents and Aiken County resi-

dents can track Chris’ adven-
ture through his bi-weekly

which are a required
component of the Semester at
Sea program. Chris’ essays
will be posted on the Aiken
Prep Web site at www.aiken-
prep.com




