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Amateur Radio provides a huge volunteer emergency communications service in times of disaster.

                    The American Radio Relay League Inc. (ARRL), the national association of Amateur Radio operators, was established in 1914. From a small beginning, there are now approximately
700,000 licensed ham radio operators in the United States. From its conception, one of the primary objectives has been to provide public service communications service free of charge. This quickly became a traditional responsibility. Today, approximately 15% of all licensed hams have joined one of many Amateur Radio emergency communications groups who have registered their availability for emergency operation in the public interest. There are over 100,000 hams participating. The ARRL sponsors several types of emergency communications organizations for specific purposes. The largest one is ARES, the Amateur Radio Emergency Service. It provides back-up communications for public safety officials and disaster relief organizations like the American Red Cross and Salvation Army. The US Government also sponsors two. One is RACES, the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service, that is sponsored by the Federal Emergency Management Agency  (FEMA), and administered by local, county, and state emergency management agencies. Emergency management officials only, usually by order of the governor, activates it. The other is Skywarn, sponsored by the US Dept. of Commerce, National Weather Service. It supports US weather stations when they issue severe storm warnings, tornado warnings, etc., by transmitting field reports.
                  The New Century Dictionary devotes approximately one fourth of a page to define the three-letter word net. In radio emergency communications, the term net is used to define a group of Amateur Radio operators who have voluntarily registered their qualifications and equipment for communications duty in public service when disaster strikes. Standard procedures for handling and passing messages (also called traffic) are established. A radio communications net sounds like a lot of chatter to the inexperienced person listening in. It is designed, however, for the efficient passing of messages. 
                   The ARRL has posted several webpages on their website that cover these programs in detail. The address is: www.arrl.org . In addition, they have produced and posted several manuals. Two of the major ones are (1) The Public Service Communications Manual, 61 pages, and (2) The ARES Field Resources Manual, 105 pages.
                  Visit the ARRL SC Section website for additional information on what, who, and where in South Carolina, at: www.qsl.net/arrl-sc/ . On this website, you can find the State map of Emergency Management Areas, an index of 14 ARRL Field Service Leadership Officials, and County or District Amateur Radio emergency coordinators for your area. Also, there are links to the websites of 30 Amateur Radio Clubs, and general information on Amateur Radio.
               For questions or additional information, contact Dan Donovan, KF4VIS, at kf4vis@arrl.net.

Yours Truly;                 
                  Dan Donovan



